Insights from the Population Report

PURPOSE: The segmentation analysis shows the amount of future
offending attributable to different groups in the population.
Everyone in NZ is in one segment and only one segment.
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Social service interaction and social outcomes are different for people who are more likely to offend

These interactions help us understand the needs of people in different risk groups as well as

opportunities to intervene with them to reduce crime.

High and medium risk groups are

much more likely than their peers to
have received a benefit.

Interaction with the welfare system may present
an opportunity to provide services that help

prevent crime, such as training and employment.

High and medium risk adults are
more likely to have been NEET (not
in Employment, Education, or
Training) recently.

Employment has been shown to be a protective
factor in preventing offending. This suggests a
need for employment and training interventions
with people at risk of committing crime.
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High and medium risk groups are
more likely to live in state or other
social housing.

While social housing doesn’t appear to be a risk
factor on its own, stable housing is a protective
factor in preventing crime.

While most high risk under-17s are still

enrolled in school, many of them are
truant or have been suspended.

This means that delivering programmes
exclusively within schools will be insufficient to
capture all high risk young people.

High and medium risk groups who
have already offended are much more
likely to access addiction services
than their peers.

Alcohol and other drug treatments have been
shown to be effective in reducing crime for
people at risk of offending.
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Mental health service use is more

evenly spread across groups.

Research suggests that mental health issues do
not cause crime, but instead co-occur with it.
However, given the high rate of mental health
diagnosis among people in prison, there is a
clear need for mental health interventions in the
justice system.

All high and medium risk under-17s

have a high rate of care and
protection intervention.

There is a high rate of care and protection
intervention among high and medium
risk under 17s.
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It is important to focus on both
adults and children to prevent crime

And no one agency can
influence all offending
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Prioritising new
research and analytics

We know more about what works with high risk
segments than about what works with low and
medium risk segments
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