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DECISION OF TRIBUNAL GRANTING DEFENDANT AN EXTENSION OF TIME
FOR FILING STATEMENT OF REPLY1

[1] Regulation 15(1) of the Human Rights Review Tribunal Regulations 2002 provides
that a defendant who intends to defend proceedings must, within 30 days after the day
on which the notice of proceedings is served on him or her, file in the office of the
Tribunal a statement of reply to the plaintiff’s claim and must serve a copy of the
statement of reply on the plaintiff and any other party.
[2] In the present case the statement of reply was due to be filed on 20 April 2018.
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[3] By memorandum dated 13 April 2018 the Chief Executive, Department of
Corrections has sought an extension of time for filing his statement of reply until 30 May
2018. The grounds of the request are:
[3.1] This claim relates to events that occurred between March 2012 and April
2015. It is proving time-consuming and difficult for Corrections to isolate the
documents that may be relevant to this claim and which will enable Corrections to
prepare its reply.
[3.2] Given the unprecedented increase in the Tribunal’s workload and the
practical constraints faced by the Tribunal in progressing individual cases, it is not
anticipated that the extension will cause any prejudice or delay to the Tribunal
process.
[3.3] Allowing time for Corrections to locate documents and to prepare its reply will
assist the Tribunal and Mr Reekie to better understand Corrections’ position,
leading to a more efficient resolution of the claims.
[4] Mr Reekie by memorandum dated 24 April 2018 (received 23 April 2018) has
advised he consents to the application.
Discussion
[5] In the circumstances outlined the case for an extension of time is compelling.
Order
[6] The application for extension of time is granted. The time for the Chief Executive,
Department of Corrections to file his statement of reply is extended to 5pm on
Wednesday 30 May 2018.
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