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Cabinet

Minute of Decision
This document contains information for the New Zealand Cabinet. It must be treated in confidence and 
handled in accordance with any security classification, or other endorsement. The information can only be 
released, including under the Official Information Act 1982, by persons with the appropriate authority.

Responding to the Waitangi Tribunal's Recommendations for Claimant 
Funding

Portfolio Justice

On 31 July 2023, following reference from the Cabinet Māori Crown Relations: Te Arawhiti 
Committee, Cabinet:

1 noted that there is no whole-of-government claimant funding system endorsed at a 
Ministerial or Cabinet level for claimants in Waitangi Tribunal kaupapa and contemporary 
inquiries;

2 noted that without a claimant funding system, agencies have made their own decisions on 
how to fund claimants, resulting in funding being provided in an unclear, inconsistent and ad
hoc way;

3 noted that the Waitangi Tribunal has found that the Crown breached its Treaty of Waitangi 
obligation to ensure that Māori claimants have the necessary resources to participate fully in 
all its processes;

4 noted the Waitangi Tribunal’s long-term recommendation that the Crown and Māori engage 
in a process to design a suitable system to fund claimants in Waitangi Tribunal inquiries 
where there is no other claimant funding:

5 agreed to officials conducting targeted engagement with Māori to develop advice on next 
steps the Government could take in response to paragraph 4;

6 invited the Minister of Justice (the Minister) to seek Cabinet’s agreement in mid 2024 to the
next steps the Government could take in response to paragraph 4, and in doing so take 
account of the policy work undertaken to date, the proposed interim policy, what was heard 
from Māori during the Whakatika ki Runga Inquiry, and the Waitangi Tribunal’s findings;

7 noted that for the short-term the Waitangi Tribunal recommended that the Crown:

7.1 act urgently to require lead agencies to adopt a common set of claimant funding 
policies; and

7.2 develop arrangements that no longer depend on claimants submitting receipts for 
reimbursement;
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19 noted that lead agencies for other inquiries, including those yet to commence, may also need
to fund claimant participation according to the interim funding policy.

Rachel Hayward
Secretary of the Cabinet

Secretary’s Note: This minute replaces MCR-23-MIN-0022.  Cabinet agreed to amend paragraph 6.
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