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This report contains many graphs and infographics that help to visualise key facts and
findings. Only those graphs that support the key findings are included. All observations
and graphs in the report are based on the data tables that accompany this report, which
are available on the NZCVS resources and results web page.
If you are reading the report for the first time, it is recommended that you refer to “Cycle 4
Core report - Section 2 – About this report” to help with understanding and presentation
of results.
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Key findings
• The scale of overall victimisation has remained stable before and during the
COVID-19 pandemic across all four victimisation measures.
• Prevalence rates for burglaries, household property damage and overall
household offences significantly reduced after the start of the pandemic.
• Overall victimisation rates significantly reduced after the start of the pandemic
for the following population groups: adults living in a one-person household;
adults with a personal or household income of $20,001–$30,000; and adults
living in the most deprived areas (quintile 5).
• No statistically significant changes were observed in personal offence
prevalence rates between the pre-pandemic and during-pandemic periods.
• Prevalence rates for overall household offences and for burglaries reduced for
a large number of population groups. These groups reflect a wide variety of
socio-economic characteristics, and further research is needed to analyse the
drivers behind the improvements observed in these groups’ prevalence rates
after the start of the COVID-19 pandemic.
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Impact of the COVID-19
pandemic on
victimisation

The COVID-19 pandemic has affected life all over the world. Multiple studies have confirmed
dramatic changes in the economy, health, education, tourism, social life and many other
areas. To assess the impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic on victimisation in New Zealand,
we divided the NZCVS sample over 4 years into two parts. The first part (pre-pandemic)
contains 19,907 interviews covering the period between 1 March 2018 (start of the NZCVS
Cycle 1) and 20 March 2020 (the last day of interviewing before the first nationwide COVID19 Alert Level 4 lockdown). The second part (during-pandemic) contains 8,927 interviews
between 3 July 2020 (the first day when we restarted interviews after COVID-19 arrived in
New Zealand) and 10 November 2021 (end of Cycle 4). We then compared the rates of
victimisation in both groups.
This section presents the results of the pre-pandemic and during-pandemic comparison of
the victimisation levels overall for particular offence types and for population groups. To be
accurately compared, all indicators are normalised to the annual level.
Note: Because the survey was not specifically designed for this type of analysis, the
following results should be viewed with caution. Specifically, because the survey
asks people about incidents that occurred in the last 12 months, some respondents
interviewed after the March 2020 lockdown will have reported incidents that occurred
before that lockdown, therefore the presented estimates will not be completely
accurate.

What did we find?
•

The scale of overall victimisation has remained stable before and during the COVID19 pandemic across all four victimisation measures.

•

Prevalence rates for burglaries, household property damage and overall household
offences significantly reduced after the start of the pandemic.

•

Overall victimisation rates significantly reduced after the start of the pandemic for the
following population groups: adults living in a one-person household; adults with a
personal or household income of $20,001–$30,000; and adults living in the most
deprived areas (quintile 5).

•

No statistically significant changes were observed in personal offence prevalence
rates between the pre-pandemic and during-pandemic periods.
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•

Prevalence rates for overall household offences and for burglaries reduced for a large
number of population groups. These groups reflect a wide variety of socio-economic
characteristics, and further research is needed to analyse the drivers behind the
improvements observed in these groups’ prevalence rates after the start of the
COVID-19 pandemic.

6.1

Changes in victimisation by offence types
since the start of the pandemic

While levels of all four indicators of victimisation reduced since the start of the COVID-19
pandemic, we did not find any statistically significant difference between them on the overall
level (see Table 6.1).
Table 6.1

Overall victimisation levels before and during the COVID-19 pandemic

Indicator of overall
victimisation

Pre-pandemic

During-pandemic

Incidence

1,692,000

1,617,000

Prevalence

1,169,000

1,151,000

Prevalence rate

30.2%

28.8%

Incidence rate

60.1%

57.5%

Statistical
significance

However, the changes become visible when the overall numbers are broken down by
offence type. Tables 6.2 and 6.3 demonstrate changes in prevalence rates of household and
personal offences accordingly. Data confirms statistically significant differences between
pre-pandemic and during-pandemic levels in prevalence rates for burglaries, household
property damage and overall level of household offences.
Note that changes in levels of personal offences are still statistically not significant.
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Table 6.2

Percentage of households victimised once or more, by household offence type
Percentage of
households victimised
once or more
Prepandemic

Duringpandemic

Burglary

11.4

9.3

Damage to motor vehicles

2.2

2.2

Theft (except motor vehicles – household)

2.1

1.8

Theft (from motor vehicle)

2.1

1.8

Trespass

1.9

2.2

Property damage (household)

1.9

1.3

Theft of/unlawful takes/converts motor vehicle

1.6

1.5

Unlawful interference/getting into motor vehicle

0.5

0.7

Unlawful takes/converts/interferes with bicycle

0.4

0.3

All household offences

19.9

17.6

Offence type

Table 6.3

Statistical
significance

Percentage of adults victimised once or more, by personal offence type
Percentage of adults
victimised once or more
Prepandemic

Duringpandemic

Fraud and deception

6.2

6.3

Robbery and assault (except sexual assault)

3.0

2.6

Harassment and threatening behaviour

2.8

2.7

Cybercrime

2.2

2.1

Sexual assault

2.0

1.9

Theft and property damage (personal)

1.6

1.4

All personal offences

14.9

14.8

Offence type

Statistical
significance

Further analysis was undertaken to monitor changes in the level of offences by family
members. Table 6.4 demonstrates that while overall level of offences by family members did
not change significantly, the level (prevalence rate) of offences by intimate partners (in
particular, current partners) significantly reduced.
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Table 6.4

Percentage of adults victimised once or more, by relationship with the offender
Percentage of adults victimised
once or more
Prepandemic

During
pandemic

Intimate partner

1.5

1.0

Current partner

0.9

0.5

Ex-partner

0.6

0.5

Other family or whānau member

0.9

0.9

All offences by family or whānau
member

2.3

1.8

Relationship with the offender

6.2

Statistical
significance

Changes in victimisation by population
factors since the start of the pandemic

Further, we analysed if the COVID-19 pandemic changed levels of victimisation within
specific population groups. This analysis was done for overall victimisation and for
burglaries, the offence type most significantly affected by the pandemic. Notably, we did not
find any significant changes in incidence rates between the pre-pandemic and duringpandemic periods, therefore further analysis will focus on changes in prevalence rates. All
changes relate to a decrease of prevalence rates; there are no population groups who
experienced growth of victimisation due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
For most population groups, the COVID-19 pandemic did not significantly affect overall
victimisation. As shown in Figure 6.1, the limited number of population groups who
experienced a decrease in prevalence rates after March 2020 include those who were:
•

living in a one-person household

•

having a personal income of $20,001–$30,000

•

having a household income of $20,001–$30,000

•

living in the most deprived areas (quintile 5).

As one can see from the above list, the pandemic positively affected (ie, reduced) the level
of victimisation of those living alone, and some groups with lower levels of wellbeing. More
research is needed to determine the reasons for these changes.
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Figure 6.1

During-pandemic prevalence rate

Significant changes in overall prevalence rates for population groups between
the pre-pandemic and during-pandemic periods

No statistically significant changes in prevalence rates of population groups between the prepandemic and during-pandemic periods were observed for personal offences.
Multiple population groups experienced reductions of prevalence rates for overall household
offences after the start of the pandemic (see Figure 6.2). The following list includes only
population factors relevant on a household level:
•

personal factors: Māori; Pacific; non-disabled

•

household factors: one-person household; couple-with-child(ren) household; any
household without children; any household with two or more children; rented household
in private sector

•

geographic factors: household in Auckland or Tasman regions; household in major
urban area

•

wellbeing factors: household income of $70,001–$100,000; living in most deprived
areas (decile 9, quintile 5).

The above list includes a wide variety of socio-economic characteristics. Further research is
needed to analyse the drivers behind the improvements in the prevalence rates for the
population groups with these factors after the start of the COVID-19 pandemic.
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Figure 6.2

During-pandemic prevalence rate

Significant changes in prevalence rates of household offences for population
groups between the pre-pandemic and during-pandemic periods

Population factors for groups who experienced a reduction in prevalence rates for burglaries
after the start of the pandemic are shown in Figure 6.3.
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Figure 6.3

During-pandemic prevalence rate

Significant changes in prevalence rates of burglary for population groups
between the pre-pandemic and during-pandemic periods

Analysis shows that the reduction in overall household offences during the COVID-19
pandemic is to a high degree driven by declines in burglaries. It is therefore not surprising
that the factors for the most affected population groups for burglaries are similar to those
listed above for household offences:
•

personal factors: Māori; Pacific; Indian; non-disabled

•

household factors: one-person household; any household without children; any
household with two or more children; owned household (including with a mortgage);
rented household in private sector

•

geographic factors: households in Auckland; households in major urban areas

•

wellbeing factors: household income of $40,001–$50,000; households in the most
deprived areas (quintile 5).
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Again, the above list reflects a wide variety of socio-economic characteristics, and further
research is needed to analyse the drivers behind the improvements in these the prevalence
rates for the population groups with these factors after the start of the COVID-19 pandemic.
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