
I 

• 

f."' ~ ,~ M I NIST RY OF 

.• JUSJ}oSi~ 

16 March 2023 

Section (9)(2)(a) 

Section (9)(2)(a) 

Tena koe Section (9)(2)(a) 

Justice Centre I 19 Aitken Street 

DX SX10088 I Wellington 

T 04 918 8800 I F 04 918 8820 

ContactUs@justice.govt.nz I www.justice.govt.nz 

Ref: OIA 102121 

Official Information Act request: 2020 cannabis referendum 

Thank you for your email of 8 December 2022, to the then Prime Minister, Rt Hon Jacinda 
Ardern, which included the request for information about the 2020 referendum on cannabis, 
under the Official Information Act 1982 (the Act) . 

On 18 January 2023, the following parts of your request were transferred to the Ministry of 
Justice (the.Ministry) under section 14(b)(ii) of the Act, as they are more closely connected 
with the Ministry's responsibilities: 

1. How can you validate the credibility on the 2020 Cannabis Control Referendum and 
its adjudication when Parliament's Select Committee reviewing the 2020 Cannabis 
Control Referendum has yet to report over 2 years on from the referendum. 

2. Given the referendum with respect to cannabis control, was a health law, order and 
justice matter. What plans do you have to address any of these issues? 

3. What issues do you believe you have addressed since around 48% of the voters 
voted 'no' in a non-binding Cannabis control referendum? What harm minimization 
policy/laws have demonstrated benefit since commencing your current term as Prime 
Minister since the last General Election? 

Please find the Ministry's responses to each part of your request be low. 

In response to your first question, the Ministry has interpreted it as referring to the Justice 
Committee's Inquiry into the 2020 General Election and Referendums. This part of your 
request is refused under section 18( d) of the Act, as the information is publ icly available. The 
report was publ ished in December 2021 and is available at: parliament.nz/en/pb/sc/ 
business before committees/document/lNQ_ 104172/inquiry-into-the-2020 general election
and referendums 

Regarding your second and third questions, we understand you would like to know: 

• what the Government has done in respect of cannabis control since the 2020 
referendum; 

• how the Government can show these measures are effective; and 
• the Government's plans to address the issues with cannabis as it relates to health, 

drug laws, and enforcement. 






