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25 July 2023 

 

 

 

Our ref: OIA 105233 

 

Tēnā koe  

 

Official Information Act request: Active warrants to arrest 

 

Thank you for your email of 13 June 2023 requesting, under the Official Information Act (the 

Act), information about active warrants to arrest. Specifically, you requested:  

 

Can you please provide me with the number of active court arrest warrants in 

Aotearoa, broken down by district as of June 13,2023? (Note: if easier to use the 

first/last day of the month, feel free to amend)  

 

Can I also get the comparable figure for the past 5 years - i.e., the number of active 

warrants on June 13 2022, June 13 2021 etc. 

 

And lastly can I get an indication of how many active warrants (as of June 2023) are 

for failed first court appearances? 

 

On 11 July 2023 the Ministry of Justice (the Ministry) contacted you to inform you that, 

pursuant to section 15(1) of the Act, a decision to grant your request had been made, but 

more time was needed to prepare a response. You were informed that you could expect a 

response by 26 July 2023. 

 

Before responding to your request, I would like to provide the following information about 

warrants to arrest. If a defendant fails to appear at a hearing, the court may issue a 

warrant to arrest for the Police to action. Police can also seek the court’s permission to 

withdraw a warrant to arrest if they consider it appropriate. When a defendant makes a 

voluntary appearance at court, a registrar can, if they have jurisdiction, withdraw the 

warrant or schedule a date for the defendant to appear before a judge. 

 

In response to the first and second parts of your request, please refer to Table 1 attached, 

which outlines the number of active warrants to arrest, as at 30 June each year, for years 

from 2019 to 2023. 

 

Please note that Table 1 is broken down by Justice Service Areas as the Ministry does not 

record information by Police District. Justice Service Areas are geographical groupings of 

individual court locations for administrative purposes, and these are outlined in Appendix 1 

attached. 

 

Section 9(2)(a)

Section 9(2)(a)

Section 9(2)(a



 
 

I am refusing the last part of your request under 18(g) of the Act as the information is not 

held by the Ministry or any other agency subject to the Act. Agencies can only provide 

information they hold. There is no requirement under the Act, for agencies to create new 

information to respond to requests. In this instance we would need to create a new report 

which would require complex programming and testing of new codes.  

 

If you require any further information, please contact Media & Social Media Manager Joe 

Locke at media@justice.govt.nz. 

 

Please note that this response, with your personal details removed, may be published on the 

Ministry website at: justice.govt.nz/about/official-information-act-requests/oia-responses/. 

 

If you are not satisfied with this response, you have the right to make a complaint to the 

Ombudsman under section 28(3) of the Act. The Office of the Ombudsman may be 

contacted by email to info@ombudsman.parliament.nz or by phone on 0800 802 602. 

 

 

Nāku noa, nā 

 

 

 

 

 

Richard Williams  

Acting Group Manager, Courts and Tribunals, Regional Service and Delivery  

  







 
 

Northern Wellington Hutt Valley ✓ 
 

Opened March 2013 

Lower Hutt ✓ 
 

Closed March 2013 

Porirua ✓ 
 

 

Upper Hutt ✓   Closed March 2013 

Wellington Chatham Islands ✓ 
 

 

Wellington ✓ ✓   

Nelson/Marlborough/West Coast Blenheim ✓ ✓ 

 

Greymouth ✓ ✓ 

 

Kaikōura ✓ 
 

 

Nelson ✓ ✓ 

 

Westport ✓ 
 

 

Whataroa ✓   Closed March 2013 

Canterbury Ashburton ✓ 
 

 

Christchurch ✓ ✓ 

 

Rangiora ✓   Closed March 2014 

Otago Balclutha ✓ 
 

Closed March 2014 

Dunedin ✓ ✓ 

 

Oamaru ✓ 
 

 

Timaru ✓ ✓   

Southland Alexandra ✓ 
 

 

Gore ✓ 
 

 

Invercargill ✓ ✓ 

 

Queenstown ✓     

 




