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Ref: OIA 107024 

 
Tēnā koe   
 
Official Information Act request: Legal Aid files 
 
Thank you for your email of 24 August 2023 to the Ministry of Justice (the Ministry), 
requesting, under the Official Information Act 1982 (the Act), information on Legal Aid totals 
for Mr Danny Jaz and Mr Roberto Jaz. 
 
Your request has been referred to me for response, as it falls within my responsibilities as 
Group Manager, National Service Delivery, and is being managed in accordance with the 
provisions of the Act. 
 
On 31 August 2023, the Ministry contacted you to clarify your request. You confirmed that 
your request could be broken down by categories of costs. Please find the response to your 
request below. 
 
I am advised that at the date of your request, the total cost of legal aid paid to the lawyer 
acting for Mr Danny Jaz is $498,214.44, and the total amount paid to the lawyer acting for Mr 
Roberto Jaz is $398,302.77. These are the current figures based on invoices received to 
date. Please note, that the legal aid files remain open and further invoices may be received, 
so these amounts are subject to change. 
 
Please see attached two tables, outlining the total hours and disbursements paid to the 
assigned lawyers on these files to date. 
 
Criminal legal aid work, especially for lower-level matters, operates on a fixed fee basis; the 
lawyer is paid a fixed amount for a certain type of activity, such as an unopposed application 
for bail or hearing time. More information about fixed fees can be found on the Ministry 
website at: justice.govt.nz/about/lawyers-and-service-providers/legal-aid-
lawyers/proceeding-steps-and-fixed-fee-schedules/ More complex matters, such as these 
ones, are invoiced using actual hours at a set rate. 
 
Hourly rates depend on the experience level of the lawyer and the level of the case. Further 
information regarding hourly rates can be found on the Ministry website at: 
justice.govt.nz/about/lawyers-and-service-providers/legal-aid-lawyers/provider-rates-and-
special-rates/criminal-fee-rates/ 
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