


 
 

decision on the request were such that a proper response to the request could not 
reasonably be made within the original time limit.  
 
In response to the first part of your request, the Ministry has reconsidered its decisions to 
withhold some material under section 9(2)(h). Following consultation with agencies and upon 
review of the information withheld, the Ministry has reviewed and confirmed these decisions. 
These decisions were made to maintain legal professional privilege from staff who are 
lawyers, or who are summarising legal advice. This has also been reviewed and confirmed 
by the respective legal departments of all agencies who contributed to the consultation for 
this request. Where we have reconsidered the use of this ground and found section 9(2)(h) 
does not apply, we have decided to withhold this information under section 9(2)(g)(i) to 
maintain the free and frank expression of opinions. We have not reconsidered any decisions 
related to the use of sections 6(a), 9(2)(a), 9(2)(f)(iv) and 9(2)(g)(i). 
 
In response to the second part of your request, we initially excluded draft documents from 
our release of material to you, as final versions of documents have been provided to you in 
previous requests. However, these documents are attached here, following their respective 
email chains. Please note that two attachments from Crown Law are withheld in full under 
section 9(2)(g)(i) and two attachments from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade are 
withheld in full under 9(2)(h). We have also withheld information where it is out of scope. 
 
In accordance with section 9(1) of the Act, the Ministry has considered again the public 
interest in making available the information being withheld and has determined that it does 
not outweigh the need to withhold the information at this time. 
 
Please note that this response, with your personal details removed, may be published on the 
Ministry website at: justice.govt.nz/about/official-information-act-requests/oia-responses 
 
You have the right under section 28 of the Act to seek an investigation and review by the 
Ombudsman of this response. Information about how to make a complaint is available at 
ombudsman.parliament.nz or call 0800 802 602. 
 

Nāku noa, nā 

 
 
 
Sam Kunowski 
General Manager, Courts and Justice Services Policy 
  






