
Police apprehend child or young person

No further 

action, informal 

warning

Referral to 

Police Youth 

Aid

Referral to Youth 

Justice Coordinator 

for Intention to 

Charge FGC

Warning Police 

youth 

diversion

Completed Not 

completed

Arrest

Charges filed in 

Youth Court;

1st appearance

Offence is 

admitted 

and plan is 

decided on

Offence 

denied or 

plan not 

agreed

FGC held

Plan completed; 

Police agree not 

to charge the 

young person

Plan not 

completed; 

refer back 

to Police

17-year old

Schedule 1A 

offence 

transferred to 

District Court

Murder or 

manslaughter 

offence 

transferred to 

High Court 

Elect Jury Trial

(for category 3 

and 4 offences)

Pre-trial 

hearings in 

Youth Court 

prior to transfer 

to District or 

High Court

District or High Court 

hearing

Conviction 

and adult 

sentence

Not guilty Charges 

withdrawn or 

other outcome

Does not deny 

charge; referral to 

Youth Justice 

Coordinator for 

court-ordered FGC

Denies charge; 

defended hearing 

is held

Offence is 

admitted and plan 

is decided on

Decide how to 

deal with young 

person and to 

make 

recommendations

Charge is not 

proved; no further 

action occurs

Monitoring in Youth 

Court or Rangatahi or 

Pasifika Courts

Plan completed (may 

include s283 order)
Plan not completed

Section 282 

discharge

Section 283(a) –

(n) orders
Section 283(o) 

order transfer to 

District Court

Charge is proved

Main agencies involved:
Police

Oranga Tamariki

Ministry of Justice

FGC held FGC held

Note: charges can be withdrawn at any stage of the court process.

Pathways through the youth justice system


