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Budget Sensitive

Office of the Minister of Justice 

Chair, Cabinet Legislation Committee

District Court (District Court Judges) Amendment Bill: Approval for Introduction 

Proposal

1. I seek approval:

1.1. to introduce the District Court (District Court Judges) Amendment Bill (the
Bill), which will increase the maximum number of District Court Judges that can
be appointed at any time from 160 full-time equivalents (FTE) to 182 FTE [CAB-
19-MIN-0174.09,  CAB-19-MIN-0174.09.22,  and  CAB-18-MIN-0158.06  (Initiative
ID 10643)] 

1.2. for  the  Bill  to  pass  all  stages  under  urgency  as  part  of  Budget  night
legislation on 30 May 2019. 

Policy

2. The District Court Act 2016 (the Act) prescribes the maximum number of District Court
Judges that can be appointed at any time.  The Bill  amends the Act to increase the
maximum number of District Court Judges that can be appointed at any time from 160
FTE to 182 FTE.  The additional 22 FTE judges comprise:

2.1. an additional ten District Court Judges approved for Budget 19 [CAB-19-
MIN-0174.09 and CAB-19-MIN-0174.09.22];

2.2. two further judges approved in Budget 18 [CAB-18-MIN-0158.06 (Initiative
ID 10643)]

2.3. a buffer of ten District Court Judges to enable further judges to be funded
through future Budgets without the need for further legislative change.  

3. The additional judges, which have been funded, cannot be appointed until the maximum
number of judges prescribed in the Act has been raised.

4. The ten additional judges approved for Budget 19 are needed to help the District Court
manage its workload.  This court deals with over 200,000 cases each year.  Over the
past few years, the amount of time it is taking to resolve cases, particularly in the family
and criminal  jurisdictions,  has increased.1  This  is  largely  due to an increase in  the
volume and complexity of the court’s work.  As District Court Judges are required to deal
with most  cases,  more judges are needed to help manage  the increased workload.2

Additional funding has also been approved for Oranga Tamariki – Ministry for Children
and other sector agencies to support the operation of the District Court.

1  The Family Court is a division of the District Court.
2  Community Magistrates. Justices of the Peace and Court Registrars hear some cases.
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5. The two new judges approved in Budget 18 will assist the Youth Court to deal with the
additional work arising from the expansion of its jurisdiction to include 17 year olds.3  The
expanded jurisdiction, which comes into effect on 1 July 2019, is expected to improve
reoffending outcomes for 17 year olds.  Those dealt with in adult courts have a 15%
higher reoffending rate than those dealt with in the Youth Court.

6. I am also proposing to increase the maximum number of judges that can be appointed
by a further ten judges, in addition to the numbers referred to in paragraphs 4 and 5.
This will avoid the need for further legislative change if additional judges are funded in
future Budgets.  Ministry of Justice analysis indicates that further judges are needed for
the District Court to work effectively.  

Regulatory impact analysis

7. Two  Regulatory  Impact  Statements  were  submitted  to  Cabinet  in  2016  when  the
proposal to expand the Youth Court jurisdiction to include 17 year olds was considered
[CAB-16-MIN-0637].   In  2016,  the  Treasury  assessed  these  Regulatory  Impact
Statements as meeting the quality assurance criteria for regulatory impact analysis.

8. Impact  Analysis was not required for  the Budget 19 initiative or the proposed buffer
because  of  the  administrative  nature  of  these  proposals.   Additional  District  Court
Judges are needed to manage the District Court’s increased workload.

Compliance

9. The Bill complies with:

9.1. the principles of the Treaty of Waitangi;

9.2. the rights and freedoms contained in the New Zealand Bill of Rights Act
1990 and the Human Rights Act 1993;

9.3. the  disclosure  statement  requirements  (the  disclosure  statement  is
attached to this paper); 

9.4. the principles and guidelines set out in the Privacy Act 1993;

9.5. relevant international standards and obligations;

9.6. the  Legislation  Guidelines  (2018 edition)  maintained  by  the  Legislation
Design and Advisory Committee.

Consultation

10. The Treasury and the Chief District Court Judge’s office were consulted on the proposal
to appoint ten additional District Court Judges through Budget 19 to help manage the
District Court’s increased workload.

11. The following agencies were consulted in 2016 on the proposal to expand the Youth
Court’s jurisdiction to include 17 year olds: the Ministries of Social Development, Health

3  Youth Court Judges are also District Court Judges.  The Youth Court is also division of the District Court.  
Additional Youth Court Judges are needed because the rehabilitative focus of the Youth Court is more 
resource intensive than the adult court processes.
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B U D G E T  :  S E N S I T I V E  
LEG-19-MIN-0054 

Present: Officials present from:
Rt Hon Jacinda Ardern
Rt Hon Winston Peters
Hon Chris Hipkins (Chair)
Hon Andrew Little
Hon David Parker
Hon Stuart Nash
Hon Iain Lees-Galloway
Hon Damien O’Connor
Hon Tracey Martin
Hon Julie Ann Genter
Hon Eugenie Sage
Hon Ruth Dyson (Senior Government Whip)

Office of the Prime Minister
Officials Committee for LEG

Hard-copy distribution:
Minister of Justice
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