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IN-CONFIDENCE

Office of the Minister of Justice

Chair
Cabinet

REPORT ON OVERSEAS TRAVEL: SRI LANKA AND AUSTRALIA, 3 
NOVEMBER – 9 NOVEMBER 2019

Proposal

1. I recommend that Cabinet notes this report on my travel to Sri Lanka and 
Australia from Sunday 3 November to Saturday 9 November 2019.  

Report

2. The purpose of the travel was to represent New Zealand at the 
Commonwealth Law Ministers’ Meeting (CLMM) in Colombo, Sri Lanka and 
the ‘No Money for Terror’ Ministerial Conference (NMFT) on the countering 
of terrorist financing in Melbourne, Australia. 

3. At the CLMM meeting in Colombo, Ministers agreed:

3.1. that there is a challenge in upholding suppression orders in the digital 
age and enforcement across extra-territorial jurisdiction; 

3.2. to explore potential solutions, such as mutual recognition of 
suppression orders in the Commonwealth; and

3.3. that the issue would be considered as an agenda item for the next 
meeting of Law Ministers.  

4. Copies of the Outcome Statement and Declaration on Equal Access to 
Justice are attached to this Cabinet paper as Appendix One and Two. 

5. There was strong interest from other attending jurisdictions in hearing New 
Zealand’s perspectives, following the horrific terrorist attack in Christchurch 
on 15 March 2019.

6. Additionally I had notable bilateral meetings with:

6.1. Prime Minister Wickremesinghe of Sri Lanka;

6.2. Thalatha Atukorale, Minister of Justice of Sri Lanka;
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IN-CONFIDENCE

6.3. Mohamed Hashim Abdul Haleem, Minister of Muslim Religious Affairs 
and Posts; and

6.4. Dappula de Livera, Attorney General of Sri Lanka.

7. The NMFT Conference in Melbourne considered the evolving nature of 
global terrorist threats, trends in terrorist fund-raising methods, the terrorist 
financing risks posed by emerging technologies (in particular for the not-for-
profit sector), and the importance of government cooperation with the private
sector in crafting a unified regulatory response.

8. More than 65 delegations including 23 Ministers, representatives from 15 
international bodies (including the UN Office of Counter-Terrorism, the UN 
Counter-Terrorism Executive Directorate and the Financial Action Task 
Force (FATF)) and 28 private sector and not-for-profit organisations 
attended.

9. The conference had five major themes, explored through a series of 
roundtable sessions chaired by members of the Australian Government and 
senior officials: 

9.1. The evolving terrorist threat, both in the Asia-Pacific and globally 
(chaired by Minister for Home Affairs Peter Dutton); 

9.2. Global responses to kidnap for ransom (KFR) and terrorism financing 
(chaired by Minister for Foreign Affairs Marise Payne);

9.3. Emerging technologies and terrorism financing risks (chaired by 
Attorney-General Christian Porter and Secretary for Department of 
Home Affairs);

9.4. Enhancing public-private partnerships to fight terrorism financing 
(chaired by the CEO of the Australian Transaction Reports and 
Analysis Centre (AUSTRAC)); and

9.5. Preventing the exploitation of not-for-profit organisations for terrorism 
purposes (chaired by the Commissioner of the Australian Charities and 
Not-for-profits Commission).

10. The Conference was a timely event and a useful opportunity for 
New Zealand to engage on issues relating to terrorist financing. These are a 
particular focus for relevant agencies  at present, including as we prepare for
the FATF’s assessment (or “Mutual Evaluation”) of our Anti-Money 
Laundering-Countering the Financing of Terrorism regime (with the onsite 
visit by the FATF Secretariat scheduled for February-March 2020), and as 
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IN-CONFIDENCE

we further consider the terrorism financing component of our policy response
to the Christchurch terrorist attacks.

11. I also had a productive bilateral with Joran Kallmyr, the Minister of Justice for
Norway.

Proactive release

12. It is proposed that this paper is proactively released in accordance with CO 
(18) 4 after 30 business days, with the relevant redactions in accordance 
with the Official Information Act 1982. 

Recommendations

13. The Minister of Justice recommends that Cabinet: 

13.1. NOTE this report; 

13.2. NOTE that this paper will be proactively released in accordance with 
CO (18) 4 after 30 business days.

Authorised for lodgement

Hon Andrew Little
Minister of Justice

Date:  22 November 2019
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I N  C O N F I D E N C E
CAB-20-MIN-0002 

Cabinet

Minute of Decision

This document contains information for the New Zealand Cabinet. It must be treated in confidence and 
handled in accordance with any security classification, or other endorsement. The information can only be 
released, including under the Official Information Act 1982, by persons with the appropriate authority.

Report on Overseas Travel: Hon Andrew Little

Portfolio Justice

On 28 January 2020, Cabinet noted the report from Hon Andrew Little under CAB-20-SUB-0002 
on his travel, from 3 to 9 November 2019, to:

1 Colombo, Sri Lanka to attend the Commonwealth Law Ministers’ Meeting;

2 Melbourne, Australia to attend the ‘No Money for Terror’ ministerial conference on the 
countering of terrorist financing.

Michael Webster
Secretary of the Cabinet

Hard-copy distribution:
Prime Minister
Deputy Prime Minister
Hon Andrew Little
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