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[1] Bruce Smith has filed an appeal against a decision of the Maori Land Court made on
17 November 2017 in respect to the estate of Francis Guthrie-Smith regarding the Maori
freehold land known as Waipaoa 5A2 block. The appeal was set down to be heard on 21
February 2018 at Hastings.!

[2] Counsel for the Respondent sought security for costs in respect to the appeal. On 18
January 2018 Mr Smith was notified of that application and was directed to file written
submissions setting out his reasons for opposing the application by Tuesday 30 January

2018.

[3] Following that, on 19 January 2018, Mr Smith was directed to file a written
submission, in relation to the substance of the appeal, by Friday 2 February 2018.2

[4] Mr Smith did not respond to the directions of the Court. As such, on 31 January 2018
we directed Mr Smith to deposit $2,500.00 with the Court as security for costs by Friday, 16
February 2018.2 The case manager has confirmed that security for costs has not been paid.
The Chief Registrar has also confirmed that no such payments were received by electronic

means.

[5] Pursuant to r 8.19(1)(c) of the Maori Land Court Rules 2011, where the appellant has
failed to pay security for costs by the fixed date the Court may dismiss the appeal without
hearing. Mr Smith has failed to comply with the Court’s directions including the payment

of security for costs.

[6] The appeal is dismissed pursuant to rule 8.19(1)(c) of the Maori Land Court Rules
2011.

This judgment will be pronounced at the next sitting of the Maori Appellate Court.
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